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necessary to identify the cation or anion, e.g., for toxic characteristics,
good procedures are provided by Sorum.54

The results of the kinds of tests outlined above will generally provide
sufficient information about an unknown chemical for assignment of its
hazard class and selection of a safe method of disposal.

VI.    DISPOSAL OF LEAKING OR UNIDENTIFIED GAS
CYLINDERS

An earlier report of this committee discusses the handling of leaking
gas cylinders55 as well as procedures for working with compressed gases.56
As described in these references, if the leak cannot be remedied by
tightening a valve gland or packing nut, the cylinder must be taken to
an isolated, well-ventilated area. Then the cylinder may be vented cau-
tiously if the gas is flammable or the gas slowly directed into an appro-
priate chemical neutralizer if it is corrosive or toxic.

Cylinders with unknown contents pose particularly difficult problems
and considerable hazard. If the supplier can be identified, a phone call
with a description of the cylinder may serve to identify the gas. If that
fails, it is usually necessary to call in a waste-disposal firm that has the
capability for dealing with the problem.
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